Cultural & Community Environments

Case studies of industrial buildings and sites converted to new use for museums,
inferpretive environments featuring industrial history, civic event and performance
spaces, and community social facilities.

John K. Branner Traveling Fellowship

University of California, Berkeley
College of Environmental Design  2003-2007
Marie S.A. Sorensen AIA NCARB LEED AP





























































| (con't)

er the years. The passageway walls are, for the most

as dried and cured to a silvery-brown. The passageway
1 a system of holding chambers and gates along its
sontrol of the flow of cows. Rene Boretto, Museum
3 point (about 20 years ago) they had former workers
the stories of their work at points all along the track and
a docent who tours me around, says that her grandfather
his is one of her reasons for having in interest in working
ion between the corrals and the butchering room consists
:nt to three chutes (only 2m long each) that are roughly
1e cow bodies would fall from their site of butcher three at
1 crane overhead and distributed to a series of porcelain
3r would undertake the butchering process. The room is
1liness, sterility, and health. Reachable by gang-plank
d-storage warehouse. The gang-plank moves not only
-men walking below. An adjacent building contains ovens
d and housed in the museum); the ovens are rectangular
pipv-onapou vuvuune wiae SOOK the beef inside its can. / Outside, the dock is still
existent, though dilapidated. Two beautiful cranes sit at the water's edge, their cabs
large and boxy like rooms, their necks like a long bird’s neck. A beautiful circular
foundation supports a square pump-house at the water's edge. There is a small one
story building with a long shaded arcade/corridor out front that was used as port
offices and a resting/changing room for the cold storage workers, who were subject
to temperatures of -5 to -30 C. The men worked in 2-hour shifts with special
insulated clothing and gloves. / Further from this central complex are other
warehouses that are being used for small industries (a small ‘industrial park’). These
include a refrigerator repair shop, a rowing club, a disco, a cosmetics company, a
pasta factory, and a ceramics workshop. Further from here are the gates of the
factory proper, and outside this the Barrio Anglo (which contains an English social
club, golf club and course, school, infirmary, bachelor housing, and other worker
housing, as well as fancy houses and the Casa Grande). / From my understanding,
the property is currently owned by the municipality. The matadero and other factory
buildings are a landmarked national historic site; however, the cold storage building
does not seem to be included in the landmarking. Or perhaps it is included but is
intended for other use since it is not thought that including it on the museum tour is
interesting (why not?). The municipality has had many ideas, but no financing, and
so they are ‘waiting’ for a developer or investor to propose a ‘big idea.’ There are
maintenance costs, and the museum has only about 7,500 visitors annually. It seems
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« the project financially successful while still telling the

it would be a good idea to have a museum of science and
3 Frigo?), and/or to attract other small museums from

ave been contacted by one film studio that is interested in
. Renee has been working on the project for nearly 20

of former frigorifico Anglo complex and usefulness in
»unt phase of Uruguayan history (for example, during the
vy, hearly 90% of Uruguayan export dollars came from the
t to overseas markets).

as historic period room; exhibits located in former

)me exterior stair and sighage added for visitor

s are left in "mothball" state (being maintained only to

1). Many of the more functional sheds are currently used

. which helps the economy of Fray Bentos, the adjacent

al low density at city periphery
Mvviver wunvuuvuvn v muowunn ana yrounae v | 10 the public; other buildings are private or closed
Historic Designation: Pending
Owners/ Operators: City of Fray Bentos; Rene Boretto, Director
Real Estate Conditons: A/ Possible Government Financial Incentive E/ Possible Local Interest/ Advocacy &
Fund-Raising
Key: Water, Popular attraction, Local history, Machinery on site, Public, Business,
Community, Education
Links: http://morgan.iia.unam.mx/usr/industrial/BOL1/BORETO.html
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Key: Art scene, Local history, Volunteer, Nightlife, Public, Archive

Links: http://www.cinemateca.com.br/
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Key: Art making, Public, Art display, Canopy, Theater
Links: http://Amww.lefresnoy.net
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must secure permission to tour grounds
om.br/sesc/home/index.cfm and
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ffice, Community, Main Strest
oria/memoria30.asp





